Northants Touring Arts

Booking Policy
From April 2012 our booking policy will be based on the following principles.

FUNDING

NTA relies on  a mixture of public funding and fees to operate.  Our public funding has reduced in recent year.  Therefore the following will apply.

· All shows will be advertised at their full cost including VAT

· NTA will provide £150 support to each event from County Council funding.

· Not all district councils fund the scheme.  In areas where they do, additional support will be available.

· We will also agree capacity and tickets prices with promoters for each event and underwrite 60% of box office potential. 

· Booking requests will be dealt with on a first come first served basis.
· We won’t financially support the same performance by the same artist in the same venue more than once.
ARTISTIC

We are committed to producing a high quality mixed programme of events for Northamptonshire.  Please see our artistic programming policy for more detail.  We will take booking to help us achieve the following.

· Producing a balanced programme of events across the county.
· Producing a balanced programme of art forms across the year.

· Aiming to maximise flexibility for promoters in booking an event. 
· Encouraging promoters to be proactive and make suggestions of suitable artists who’s work we may offer.

COMMUNITY

The purpose of NTA is to enhance community engagement with the arts and by members of each community with each other.  Therefore, in order to obtain financial support the following applies.

· The event must be open to the general public.

· We will encourage new promoters from areas with no history of community events.

· Priority will be given to support ‘best practice’ promoters.  (See below)
BEST PRACTICE PROMOTER

A best practice promoter is one who:

· Chooses a variety of work from a range of art forms

· Is welcoming and good hosts to company and audience

· Receives strong support from the local community

· Places the emphasis on community event rather than fund raising

· Is proactive with marketing

· Organised and efficient at returning paperwork.
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